Because lymphoid follicles formed of B lymphocytes expressing IgE were constantly seen in the stromal inflammatory infiltrate in VKC, we hypothesised that these lymphoid Table 1 . Monoclonal antibodies used in this study
Anti-eosinophil peroxidase (Ab-l) Working Positive controls were previously positive-staining tissue.
Patients and methods

Patients
Results
There was no staining in the negative control slides ( CD40 immunoreactivity on epithelial cells and vascular endothelial cells was stronger in VKC than in control eyes (Fig. 4) . Furthermore, the majority of mononuclear cells in the diffuse stromal infiltrate, and lymphocytes in the lymphoid follicles, showed immunoreactivity for CD40 (Fig. 4) . CD40
immunoreactivity was noted on both T and B lymphocytes in serial sections. CD40L staining was not detected. Membranous CD23 and CD21
immunoreactivity was detected only on lymphocytes in the centre of the lymphoid follicles in serial sections (Fig.   3 ). There was no staining for CD23 and CD21 outside the lymphoid follicles.
Discussion
In the normal conjunctiva, immunoreactivity for CD21
and CD23 was virtually non-existent. In contrast, CD21 in IgE regulation will increase our chances of providing better medication in the future.
